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Lesson 6

Active Vocabulary

zhii all; it + preposition ( Z + 4 )

hii final particle indicating question or exclamation
Jiu g0 toward

fii man, husband

fii introductory particle

qi how can it be?

zai final particle indicating question or exclamation
ta other

yan how; in it, by it, therefore, therefrom, etc.

jiang lead; take; indicates future

Jjiang general in the army
hua change, transform

shi cause, let, allow; if
fang let go

qin seek

wdng lose, decline, die

cin exist, live

wén pattern; writing; culture
If structure; reason; principle
fa law, method

chou feel sad

duan cut short, break off

Jué cut off, end, extreme
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gan feelings, emotion

su custom; common, ordinary
zhan war, battle

lean on, rely on, follow

le Jjoy

tdo peach

Jin disappear, exhaust

zhou boat

FHERIES
=

Proper Names

BiF Xiin Zi Confucian thinker, 3rd cent. B.C.
Wi Tdo Qidn poet (365-427 A.D.)
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Vocabulary Notes

1. 58 zhi
Zhu has two distinct meanings:

a) more than one, numerous

EE A all of you (respectful)
T the Masters (early philosophers)
FEE various matters

b) a contraction of the words &2 + 1, 2 + F, or & + F
meaning “it + in/by/at/etc.”
ATRFEC The Gentleman seeks it (namely, humanity) in himself.
1EZEZ 2 Stop it at the greatest sufficiency.
AR A AT If you lead it to the east, it will flow eastward.
(ER jué—here means to cut a channel for water)

2 I ha
Hii also has two distinct uses:

a) a final particle indicating a question or exclamation

EEZF Does the king believe it?
HARFHTIRF s that true or not?
Hit B This is what it means!

ZHIMNEF How could this be?
b) a substitute for % or F

BT 5 Loving to study is close to knowledge.
THTIRFZ Acting with vigor is close to Humanity.
BTFIKFh The Gentleman relies on the Mean.
3. @ jin
Jint in wénydn means “go toward.”
B go to it
LRl Confucius went to Chu.

HEFETIRLIEH Go to the execution ground even though not guilty.
(3E zui—crime)
NERILIFARE  Then you can attend to great matters.
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4.

K fa, fi

As a noun, fii means “man,” and is used in compounds like these:

Rk gentleman
BHx groom (man who takes care of horses)
xF sage (fL.XF Confucius)
F husband and wife ( 4 fi—woman)
K can also serve as an introductory particle, in which case it is pronounced fii.
Sk B Then who would oppose the king?
R RE5EE 2 # A

So, what is what they call “the teachings of the former kings™?
HRR#zM H&6F

Now, in the world everything has a master.

Bk zai

Zai is a final exclamatory or interrogative particle.
=ik Great! Wonderful!
fATak How can that be?

HEHIEZE  You gentlemen should also think about this!
TR E ik How can you know my ambition?

= qi
QO indicates a rhetorical question: “How can it be?”
ST How can that not be clear?
SBMER How dare I ask the blue heaven?
ES AR How could the king be doing it for this reason?
SIEFAER Isn’t this planning for the long term?
fit - B ta
Ta means “other,” as in the following examples:
ftb A other person
ftt 5 another day
il other kingdoms
At nothing else
i other family (or other person)
35 yan

a) Yan sometimes means “how?”
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SEAE How can one not grow old?
REE » FHIZE  Not knowing about life, how can we know about death?
RBEMEATRAE  How can you keep people from knowing?

b) Another common use combines a prepositional meaning (“at, to, with, by,
from,” etc.) and a previously mentioned or understood reference, to express meanings
such as “therefore,” “thereby,” “from him,” “to it,” etc.

BEAER ' EREE

If [the king] is not sufficiently trustworthy, the people will not trust in him.

BT RETINE

Even great actions can not add to a Gentleman’s given nature.

ERMAERE
That’s why (“therefore”) the people do not carry out their duties.

9. iRf  jiang, jiang
Jiang indicates the future:

BHEFE will arrive tomorrow
Mgzt knew that Chu was about to be destroyed
TR Where are you going?
Jiang means “general” (in the army)
Gy the good generals of old
BB BRI The way to be a general is first to control
one’s heart.
Cultural Note

Mencius and Xun Zi on Human Nature

The exercises in this lesson contain famous passages from the two Confucian
philosophers, Mencius and Xun Zi, discussing the major issue about which they dis-
agreed, namely, the question of whether human nature is basically good 3= or basically
‘evil’ & [or ‘disgusting’]. Mencius holds that human nature is basically good, but that
it is corrupted through the vicissitudes of daily life, and that our task is to recover our
lost heart. Xun Zi argues that human nature is fundamentally corrupt, but that we can
perfect ourselves with civilizing influences such as rituals and study. (Gao Zi, a minor
figure who appears in the Mencius passage, holds that human nature is neutral.) Xun
Zi’s view prevailed in China until about the ninth century, Mencius’ view has been
orthodox for the past thousand years.

Lesson 6
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Exercises

Sentences

L BWARTFS M RFME -

2 RTEERET? B AIRERZER « T » QIS o
ACTBRESGT ? B2 QIBEIRGR « T8 Q15 E 0 .

- ROKATRANFS » BEFTEMNET o (B [a—dry land )

BB REBHM - BBELT  FREEE 0 FRRE -

( B cdi—materials )
- A E BB T o
- NS BEATE?

- BREZ PE IR BAREIFTY » LS o
( I gi—fork in the road)

L

~ O W

From the Confucian Classics

L FHZAT LEREE - SBHBEERGRS HABEMRZ o
(& 721) (48 zé—select)
2. FH: BMREZ » TIRHF | BAEERSGER » FIRESE |
AT » TIREFE ] (% 1.1)
( &t yué—pleasant; #& yitn—complain )
LFH BTE=R - BXRG BAA BEAZES - (3% 168)
ATINHCRZE » HOBBE | (25)
BETHETE  BABR (F 2b.1)
AFEZ% MERTAREEE . (£ 7a21)
BEFZE .. BMEATERRER o« (HFF12)

G e W
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Four Tang Poems

1. £ Wang Zhihuan (8th Cent.) ZHELH
BB HRAER KEFEE B E—/gHo

deng ascend, climb
guanque stork, crane

qiong exhaust

miu eye; view

céng story (of a building)

b

] I 5 8 loy
e

2. X4 Wang Wei 40455
AT B  ALRBESE - 10O B 2

P miidan  peony
Bt yan beautiful, charming

3. #7# Cui Hu (8th Cent.) A E
EESHKMS » AFEHIEHBAL o
ANEAHMAEE » PIEREZER o

| 1 on the topic of

I dii chéng  the capital city , Changan
Fa 4k ndn zhuang (place name)

i ying reflect

4. Z[F LiBai BikpE
NRBRE  HEEHBE - IR—EE HERME -

& ying falcon

A hii Mongolian, Tartar

b2 Jjin brocade, elegant

Al gil alone

F pian (measure word) a strip, slice, flake
= hdo downy feathers
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Mencius on Human Nature and on Recovering the Lost Heart

(#T 6a.2)
Atz

HTPHE D T Mk RFEFTTRIRH + Yo AT o A
P M5 B R 24 BRZ TSR o |

wTH D TKEmES R TARLETE? Attt ok
BTt e ABERE  AEETTF . GHRAK - MRS » AR -
WITTZ » AR o Bk Mtk o HEQIRW o A\ AL TS
HATRRE o |

B GaoZi A%
i tudn rapidly flowing
& Jué lead water by opening a hole in a dike
= xin [,
i bé T
ized yué jump, leap
2 sang forehead
# JT force, urge, stimulate
ol shi power
(FTF 6a.11)

RIBOL
BFE D T ALt o 3 AR o SRS RO
MARIK » H | AERRM » BlEIR - BHOL » TIAREIR - B>
A SREHLTTES o |

5y shé set aside, let go
H You follow
= ar - alas!
AN qudn dog
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Xun Zi on Human Nature #F : {5

ANZHER  HEBBN  SAZH  ETTETHNE - B2
BFEEMRRCSE « ATEEES  HR SRR LTS -
STEFEZR  BIF%EE B WSl e rmeE -
RABEAZYE » TBAZSE » LDHRFE » SRIOSEETIRRE -

WLRPRRTEZ (L » B > REEREE SR CETRRYG o

R - RAAZ KRR » HEEH

i
(5]
I
F
&
i
il
v

s
&

]
:(ﬂé‘
e
7

pian
wél
shun
zhéng
duo
cl
rang
Jiwa
cdn
7€l
zhong
sé
yin
fan

bao

chapter, section
artificial

follow

strive, compete

grab

decline (a position or a favor)
defer to someone else
Jjealousy and hatred
cruelty

thief, theft

loyalty

beauty, sex

lust, lewdness
transgress

violence

Lesson 6
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Two Poems

fiu#8 Bao Zhao (Sth Cent.) 171k s

FRETH & ERERFL -
ANETVES » RRETHEHAR o
MBI AR AT AR e o
LIFREEER  BREETHS o

B xie
=1 zhi
i tan
5 zhuo
H  kuan
F  tin

PEE  zhizhi

drain, pour out

set up, place

sigh

pour

wide, extend, relax
swallow

waver, be irresolute

B Xug Tao (%7) (768-831) #pzn

—AGIEEREY » BEEEE AKX o
MRAEREEY » —EREX L, -

W2 i xn

%  ydng
&% ydodang
s re

f rén

Lesson 6

willow catkins
willow

waver, float
provoke, raise
allow



Poem by Tao Qian F¥%  pEHE

BIRIUT  ERTER - BREERE R -
EPERR » YBIEHK o KIETRE - {EL{eF o e 2t o

2 dou beans

B sheng %

Woox ‘2

B chén BE

B xing e

oo put in order

i huang  wilderness, barren land
B hui A

W dai carry, take along
&/ he carry

#  chi hoe

W xid narrow

< H %k

W zhan moisten

B regret

B owéi g0 against

BEE FERY TYE

Tao Qian—Biographical Note

P8 » FHHEA o B M HEBMEKNE - M+ —REZEGS - (&
ATERE R TR EE - H3E5E .

e

&= zl alternate name, courtesy name
HHBH Yuanming (M8 z = )

e céng [indicates past event]

+ ren hold office

A Péngzé H#i%
BEL xianling B4

& jin only

3 qi abandon

& yin hide, seclude
=l zhi straight
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Two Anecdotes

D ZIRRE from 2B Lii Shi Chungiu (HEREL)

RANEWHILE  HAEARE T o e . H: "EE#lz

FEE o, REREEAAKS - HET2 TRITTT o RV » T

INEE ?

%

7

o 0 1

ke
she
jian
duo
ju
qi
huo

carve
ford

sword

fall in
immediately
cut a notch
doubt, foolish

2) ARPEE, from BB

PEREBTAS » B0 MH © " Faegaf o R ERRE

B STRE  RERSHD - FLRETRE - BRTET  FHERE -

THIBR T E » LU B -

=

R (5 OH B
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hit
Jia
wel
shou
tiandi
ni

sui

fox

false, pretend, borrow
might, awe

wild animal

God

£0 against

follow



[For Reference—Rough translations of the passages from Mencius and Xun Zi]

Mencius

I) On Human Nature

Gao Zi said, “Human nature is like flowing water: if you lead it eastward it flows to the east; if
you lead it westward if flows to the west. The way that human nature can not be categorized as [intrin-
sically] good or not good, is just like the way that water can not be categorized as [intrinsically] flowing
eastward or westward.”

Mencius said, “It is true that water may flow either east or west, but does it not distinguish
between flowing upward or downward? The goodness of human nature is like the tendency of water to
flow downward. There are no people who are not good, just as there is no water that does not flow
downward. Now if you slap at water and splash it, you can make it go higher than your head, and if you
force it along, you can make it go up a mountain. But how is this the nature of water? It does this because
you force it to. The way you can make people do things that are not good is just like this.”

2) On Recovering the Lost Heart

Mencius said, “Humanity is the human heart. Righteousness is the human path. If you cast aside
the path and do not follow it, if you let go of your heart and do not seek it, how sad it is! If someone loses
a chicken or a dog, he knows enough to g0 in search of it; but there are those who on losing their heart
do not know enough to seek it out. The Way of Learning is nothing else but to seek out one’s lost heart!”

Xun Zi

Human nature is ugly; anything good in it is artificial. Now human nature is such that from birth
we love advantage (or profit). Following this [tendency] gives rise to strife and competition, and causes
an end to deference and humility, From birth we are Jealous and hateful. If we let these qualities go
unchecked, thieves and robbers will abound and loyalty and trustworthiness decline. From birth we
have the desires of ear and eye, the love of sounds and beauty. If we follow these desires, lust and
disorder will arise, and decorum, righteousness, civility and reason will perish.

Thus if we follow human nature and go along with human feelings, starting from strife, we will
inevitably go against civility, throw reason into confusion, and return to violence. Therefore we must
make use of the transforming power of teachers and laws, and the Way of decorum and righteousness,
and then starting from deference and humility we will join with civility and reason, and return to order.
Looking at it this way, it is clear that human nature is ugly, and that anything good in it is artificial.

Chengyu

. EL—E#

ZF K )

IR PRI,

PARR  BRET (7T xué—cave, lair)
SHENE

VoA W
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